Treatment of venous leg ulcers: 2.
This article, the second in a two-part series, discusses the treatment options available for venous leg ulceration, and their implications for the nursing profession. Current views on the use of compression therapy, drug therapy, growth factors and surgery are examined. Successful management of patients with venous leg ulcers depends on thorough assessment, effective treatment and prevention of recurrence. Many health-care professionals lack the necessary knowledge, understanding and training to treat such patients effectively. Improvements in the care of venous leg ulcers will lead to significant reductions in treatment costs.